Maidencreek Township Board of Supervisor Meeting

March 12, 2009 6:52 pm


Present:  Claude Beaver, Roy Timpe, Joseph E. Rudderow III, Eugene Orlando– Orlando Law Office, Tom Unger– Systems Design Engineering, Inc., Diane Hollenbach – Manager. 

Guests: Tina Stewart, Seth Walizer, Richard Wick, Angelo Corrado, Carl Weston. John Buzzar
Claude Beaver called the March 12, 2009 meeting of the Maidencreek Township Board of Supervisors to order at 6:52 pm in the Maidencreek Township Municipal Building.  
POLICE REPORT  

Officer Drazanovich reported that Northern Berks Regional Police responded to 276 assignments in Maidencreek Township in the month of February.  This resulted in 67 citations. The traffic fines for Maidencreek were $2,254.84 and non-traffic fines were $677.61, totaling $2,932.45.  The total number of patrol hours was 798.37 for the month.

Officer Drazanovich advised that there was a burglary in one neighborhood between 8 pm and 10 pm.  Officer Drazanovich stated that several neighbors had called the police that evening because their doorbells had been rung and when they went to the door, no one was there. The Police believe that the burglars were the ones going door to door ringing the doorbells to see if any one was home.  Officer Drazanovich advised that neighbors should be vigilant.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES


A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, to approve the February 12, 2009 Regular Meeting Minutes with the following amendment, replace lawn tires to field tires.  Hearing no further questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Joe Rudderow III, seconded by Roy Timpe, to approve the February 25, 2009 Emergency Management Meeting Minutes.  Hearing no further questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

FISH & BOAT 

2006 Design Work on Willow Creek – John Buzzar of the Fish & Boat Commission presented advice on correcting some of the issues regarding the Willow Creek.  Mr. Buzzar stated that they would like to install deflectors & mudsills to address erosion of the banks.  The Commission wants to plant additional trees.  They would like to work with the Township to allow access.  The Fish Commission is working on funding.  The Berks County Conservation District will work directly with the Fish & Boat Commission.  The Commission advised that landowners should not be mowing close to the stream.  The Commission recommended a 20’ wide buffer where possible.  The Commission also stated that the project should be completed by the fall of 2010.

ENGINEER’S REPORT

Subdivision Review Status Checklist 
The Crossings @ Maidencreek Final Subdivision Plan Angelo Corrado requested the Board approve the plan with the contingencies that were stated in the letter dated January 7, 2009 from SDE.  Mr. Corrado would still like to build this development but may have to sell it given the current economic situation.  The plans would not be released until all conditions of plan approval are met.

A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, to approve the Final Plan for The Crossings at Maidencreek contingent upon completion of the items outlined in Systems Design Engineering, Inc.’s January 7, 2009 review letter, which is incorporated by reference and includes: posting of financial security in a form acceptable to the Township, an executed storm water facilities operation and maintenance agreement, entering into improvements agreements and payment of fee in lieu of open space in the amount of $750 per lot.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

Village @ Summit Crest Final Plan with Public Water System

A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, to accept the time extension for plan review until 6/11/09 for Village @ Summit Crest Final Plan with Public Water System.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.
Village @ Summit Crest Preliminary with Private Water System

A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, to accept the time extension for plan review until 6/11/09 for Village @ Summit Crest Preliminary Private Water System.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

PP&L Biomass Facility 


A motion was made by Joe Rudderow III, seconded by Roy Timpe, to accept the time extension for plan review until 7/9/09 for PP&L Biomass Facility.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

Custom Milling LDP 


A motion was made by Joe Rudderow III, seconded by Roy Timpe, to accept the time extension for plan review until 7/5/09 for Custom Milling LDP.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

Subdivisions/Zoning  
Outline of a Change of Use Plan requirements for discussion only -  Mr. Unger gave the Board a draft of “Change of Use Plan Requirements” for review.  The Board, Solicitor and Engineer discussed in length various issues regarding the proposed procedure.  The Solicitor and the Engineer will refine the procedure and put it in ordinance format to present to the Planning Commission for their review.  
Joe Rudderow suggested adding a requirement that a property only qualified for the exemption to land development for a change of use if it had previously gone through the land development process.  Mr. Timpe stated that type of criteria could kill the town of Blandon because the majority of the properties cannot meet the current zoning or storm water regulations.  Mr. Corrado commended the Board for being proactive and asked for a copy of the finished ordinance.  Mr. Corrado is involved in efforts to revitalize Kutztown and the group is running into similar issues of older properties being unable to meet new regulations. 
Praise Christian Fellowship requirements for a Change of Use Land Development Plan – Mr. Hartman of McCarthy Engineering asked the Board if it is possible to use Draft Change of Use as a model for the plan for the Praise Christian Fellowship Church.  Mr. Orlando suggested that the applicant submit a plan to SDE for review and pay all review fees.  
Projects 

Act 537 Plan – Mr. Unger advised the Board that there has been no change in this act for 2009.
Wyatt Drive Tot Lot –  Mr. Unger advised that the Gazebo has been installed.  Mr. Misus’s attorney sent a letter dated 3/10/09 requesting a time extension of the March 11, 2009 deadline to fully complete the project in accordance with the Settlement Agreement dated January 13, 2009.  The contractor is having trouble with the light manufacturer.

A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, granting a 30-day time extension.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.
Right turn only from Dries Road onto Rt. 222 -  Tabled.
Vacant lot next to Maidencreek Appliance 

A motion was made by Joe Rudderow III, seconded by Roy Timpe, to authorize the engineer to perform a traffic study of Route 222 from Top Star to Maidencreek Appliance to determine if a No Parking Zone is required.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Joe Rudderow III, seconded by Roy Timpe, to have the Township Manager ask the Police Chief about the new idle law and if it will  apply to our parking concerns in the Township.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.  
Vacant Lot Next to Power Styling – The Board agreed to keep an eye on the situation.
Subdivision Improvement Agreement LOC

A motion was made by Joe Rudderow III, seconded by Roy Timpe, to authorize the Chairman to sign the Subdivision Improvements Agreements LOC/Escrow release letters  in the amount of $869.09.   Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted "Aye."  Motion carried.  

Sewage Enforcement Officer Activity Report -   Mr. Unger stated that the SEO Report is in the Supervisor Books for their review.  Mr. Unger advised that DEP sent a Memo stating that there will be no reimbursements for this year.
Code Enforcement Officer Activity Report -    Mr. Unger stated that the Code Enforcement Officer Activity Report is in the Supervisor’s Books for their review.  Mr. Unger advised the Board that the PA Supreme Court made a decision that Townships have the right to choose their own 3rd party to do  inspections. 
OPERATIONS REPORTS –
Ms. Hollenbach reviewed the Public Works Department Operations Report and the Monthly Equipment report with the Board.  

Repair Truck #4 


A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, authorizing the purchase of sheet metal for the repair of Truck #4 with the cost not to exceed $1,000.00.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.
 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT
Ingot Drive to Quiet Title Deed of Correction –  Mr. Orlando advised the Board that there are additional roads that need a deed of correction.

A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow, authorizing the Solicitor to include any additional roadway that may not have been dedicated properly or described properly in Golden Manor along with Ingot Drive.  

A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow, to amend the above motion to allow the Township Manager to sign the verification for the complaint.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.
Comcast Franchise Renewal – The Solicitor gave the Manager a draft Cable Franchise Ordinance for review and comment.
Codification Review –  Mr. Orlando gave his comments on the Codification.  Mr. Orlando suggested that the Board have a workshop meeting to review the Codification.
Esbenshades Rejected Plans 

A motion was made by Joe Rudderow III, seconded by Roy Timpe, authorizing the Solicitor to send another letter to Esbenshades’ Attorney.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.
Ordinance #216 – Intergovernmental Cooperation Purchasing Agreement –

A motion was made by Joe Rudderow III, seconded by Roy Timpe, to adopt Ordinance #216 Intergovernmental Cooperation Act.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.


COMMUNICATIONS & QUESTIONS  - 
From the Board - None 

Additional Agenda Items-

Accept Resignation from the Agricultural Security Board 


A motion was made by Joe Rudderow III, seconded by Roy Timpe, to accept Paul Martin’s resignation from the Agricultural Security Board.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.  The Board advised the Township Manager to write a thank you letter for services rendered and have all Board members sign.  

Community Service – The Township Manager advised that a resident needs to perform 100 hours of community service and will perform some of it under the supervision of the Road Crew on Township projects.

Snow Emergency Routes – Joe Rudderow III 

A motion was made by Joe Rudderow III, seconded by Roy Timpe, to have the Township Manager contact the Police and Fire Departments and any one else that would be a resource for input regarding designating additional roads as Township’s Snow Emergency Routes.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

Closing Calcium Road for Tree Trimming   


A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, agreeing to a one-lane restriction on Calcium Road between the hours of 9 am – 3 pm, with the resident to provide 24-hour notification to the Township, Police and Fire Departments.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried. 

Earth Hour Resolution 


A motion was made by Joe Rudderow III, seconded by Roy Timpe, to sign the Proclamation for Earth Hour on March 28, 2009 from 8:30 pm until 9:30 pm.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried. 
Comment from the Public
Dan Miller, Blandon Fire Chief presented the Board with the Fire Department’s Monthly Report. 
TREASURER’S REPORT/MANAGER’S REPORT

Treasurer’s Report and Bill List –


A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Claude Beaver, to approve the February 2009 Treasurer’s Report and Bill List.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted as follows, “Aye” Claude Beaver and Roy Timpe, “Abstain” Joe Rudderow III.  Motion carried.
PARK AND RECREATION 

Certified Playground Mulch

A motion was made by Joe Rudderow III, seconded by Roy Timpe, to approve the purchase of 75 yards of certified playground mulch from WD Zwicky with the cost not to exceed $1,312.50.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

ORDINANCES

Noise Ordinance - Tabled.

Traffic Ordinance – Tabled.

Revision to Zoning Ordinance Assisted Living – Tabled.

Revision to Zoning Ordinance – Tabled.

Well Head Protection – Tabled.
RESOLUTIONS 

Job Description Resolution –  Tabled. 
Public Officials Personnel Rules & Regulations Resolution – Tabled.  

Employee Personnel Rules & Regulations Resolution – Tabled.  
OLD BUSINESS – 
Lehigh Cement Renewal of Air Quality Program State Only Operating Permit for 19 existing sources – Tabled.

NEW BUSINESS 

Federal Surplus Program   

A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, authorizing the Chairman to sign the Federal Surplus Program participation renewal.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

Summer Help – The Board advised the Township Manager, she may hire 4 Part-Time Summer Helpers at 16 hours per week with the possibility of an additional 8 hours and wages to be held at their 2008 rate.  

Exeter Municipal Auction 

A motion was made by Joe Rudderow III, seconded by Roy Timpe, authorizing the Township to participate in the Exeter Municipal Auction with the approved list of items.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried. 
Additional Comments from the Board –
Mr. Rudderow asked Mr. Unger again what is left to do on the Act 537 Ordinance. 

A motion was made by Joe Rudderow III authorizing the Engineer to revisit the Act 537 Ordinance.  The motion died due to lack of a second.

Since there was no further business, a motion was made by Joe Rudderow, seconded by Roy Timpe, to adjourn the March 12, 2009 meeting of the Maidencreek Township Board of Supervisors.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 10:00 P.M.

________________________________________________

Recording Township Secretary,     March 12, 2009
________________________________________________

Township Secretary,     March 12, 2009
Cc:
Board of Supervisors


Eugene Orlando, Roland & Schlegel, Solicitor


Thomas Unger, Systems Design Engineering, Inc., Township Engineer


Planning Commission


Park & Recreation Board


Zoning Hearing Board and Alternates


Paul Herbein, Zoning Hearing Board Solicitor


Maidencreek Township Authority


Patrick Donovan, Maidencreek Township Authority General Manager


JoAnn Schaeffer, Maidencreek Township Authority Secretary



Robert Hobaugh, Jr.  Esq., Stevens & Lee,  Authority Solicitor


Greg Unger, Systems Design Engineering, Inc.,  Authority Engineer



Barbara Hassler, Tax Collector


Daniel Miller, Blandon Fire Company Chief


Chief Scott W. Eaken, Northern Berks Regional Police
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