Maidencreek Township Board of Supervisor Meeting


June 11, 2009 7:00 pm


Present:  Claude Beaver, Roy Timpe, Joseph E. Rudderow III, Eugene Orlando– Orlando Law Offices, Tom Unger– Systems Design Engineering, Inc., Diane Hollenbach – Manager. 

Guests: David Tranquillo, W. James Hollenbach, Matt Doll, Michael Cochrane, Jess B, Jeanine Brooks, Suzanne La Pearl
Claude Beaver called the June 11, 2009 meeting of the Maidencreek Township Board of Supervisors to order at 7:00 pm in the Maidencreek Township Municipal Building.  
POLICE REPORT – 

Officer Toro reported the Northern Berks Regional Police responded to 382 assignments in Maidencreek Township in the month of May.  This resulted in 58 citations. The traffic fines for Maidencreek for the month of May were $1,269.99 and non-traffic fines were $2,283.34, totaling $3,555.33.  The total number of patrol hours was 872.89 for the month.  

Mr. Michael Cochrane, Golf Lane, Fleetwood advised Officer Toro that vehicles are failing to stop at the intersection of Pleasant Hill Road and Maidencreek Road around the hours of 5:30 pm, 11:30 pm and 4:30 pm.


Mr. Timpe reported to Officer Toro that the Township has been receiving calls from the residents of Blandon Avenue, since the light has been installed at Excelsior Drive and Park Road. Vehicles seem to be using Blandon Avenue to avoid the traffic light.  Two residents from Blandon Avenue advised the officer that the traffic seems heavier between the hours of 7:30 am – 8:30 am and again from 4:30 am – 5:30 pm.


Mr. Tranquillo asked Officer Toro if there is something that can be done regarding the tree and weed growth at Calcium Road and Orchard Road.  Officer Toro said that he could only make a recommendation to Penn Dot.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES


A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, to approve the May 14, 2009 Regular Meeting Minutes.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

ENGINEER’S REPORT

Subdivision Review Status Checklist -
Custom Milling and Consulting Preliminary Plan Review Period expires July 5, 2009, Time Extension to October 3, 2009 requested –
A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, to accept the plan review time extension until 10/3/09 for the Custom Milling and Consulting Land Development Plan.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

Village @ Summit Crest (Public Water) Final Plan Expires June 11, 2009; Time Extension to September 11, 2009 requested -  

A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, to accept the plan review time extension until 9/11/09 for the Village @ Summit Crest (Public Water) Final Plan.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.
Village @ Summit Crest (Private Water) Preliminary Plan Expires June 11, 2009; Time Extension to September 11, 2009 requested -  


A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III to accept the Time Extension to 9/11/09 for Village @ Summit Crest Private Water Preliminary Plan.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

Projects 

Act 537 Plan –  Mr. Unger presented to the Board a draft of the On-lot Sewage Management Ordinance for their review and comments.
Annual Street Work – Mr. Unger advised the Board that he and Mr. Shuman checked the condition of Kemmerer Road.  Mr. Unger advised that there are three areas on Kemmerer Road that need to be repaired before this winter and if financially possible, the edges should be repaired.  It was discussed that Kemmerer Road would be a prime candidate for the oil and chip process, since the road is not traveled heavily.


A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, to authorize the Engineer to prepare bids for the repair of three  areas plus the edges of Kemmerer Road.  The Chairman asked if there were any questions on the motion.  Mr. Tranquillo asked if this was for all Maidencreek Township roads.  Mr. Unger answered no, this was just for Kemmerer Road.  Mr. Tranquillo asked if Evansville Road would be considered.  The Board answered that this road is owned by the State.  Mr. Rudderow asked how soon the work could be done.  Mr. Unger said that the bids would be received by the next meeting.  Hearing no further questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

Subdivision Improvement Agreement LOC

A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, to authorize the Chairman to sign the Subdivision Improvements Agreements LOC/Escrow release letters  in the amount of $2,028.15.   Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted "Aye."  Motion carried.  

PUBLICS WORKS  – Ms. Hollenbach stated that the Operations Report is in the Supervisor Books for their review.  
SOLICITOR’S REPORT
SALDO Amendment –


A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, authorizing the solicitor to advertise a public hearing to be held at 6:45 pm on July 9, 2009 regarding the amendment to Maidencreek Township Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

Ordinance #217 Cable Franchise 


A motion was made by Joe Rudderow III, seconded by Roy Timpe, to adopt Ordinance #217 Cable Franchise.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.
Assisted Living Ordinance – Mr. Doll advised the Board that the Planning Commission recommended that the revision to the Maidencreek Township Zoning Ordinance to regulate assisted living and congregate care facilities be advertised and a public hearing held to consider the ordinance for adoption.  

The Board took a break at 7:50 pm returning at 8:02 pm.


A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, to cancel the Board of Supervisors’ meeting scheduled for July 9, 2009 and reschedule the regular Maidencreek Township July Board of Supervisors Meeting for July 15, 2009 at 7:00 pm.  The prior motion is rescinded with regard to the public hearing scheduled for the revision to the Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance and that public hearing is rescheduled for July 15th at 7:00 pm.  A public hearing for the proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance will also be convened on July 15, 2009 at 7:00 pm or immediately following the first public hearing. The Chairman asked if there were any comments or questions on the motion.  Mr. Hollenbach asked if there was any further information the Board needed regarding his facility’s density.    Mr. Hollenbach stated that the density is consistent with the same use in other municipalities.  The Board is concerned with any future changes of use to the land and facility.  Hearing no further questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, authorizing the solicitor to advertise both ordinances as described, send copies to Law Library and the Reading Eagle.  The Chairman asked if there were any questions or comments on the motion.  Mr. Doll asked if the ordinances would be forwarded  to the Berks County Planning Commission for review. Mr. Orlando stated that he would forward the proposed ordinance.  Hearing no further questions on the motions, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.
PPL Bio Mass Facility - 

Mr. Unger brought to the Board’s attention that by moving the July meeting, the review period for the PPL Bio Mass Facility Preliminary Plan will expire before the next meeting.

A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow, to reject the PPL Bio Mass Facility Preliminary Plan for failure to comply with the conditions and deficiencies noted in the Systems Design Engineering letter dated 11/5/08, which is incorporated by reference, unless the applicant submits a written request and consents to an extension of time for the plan review period by July 1, 2009. The Township Manager shall notify the plan applicant of this motion.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

Village at Summit Crest Special Exception and Variance - Zoning Hearing was held on June 1st at 7:00 pm – Mr. Orlando complimented Mr. Unger regarding the presentation that he made to the Zoning Hearing Board.   Mr. Beaver advised the Board that Mr. Bradley had contacted him personally.  Mr. Beaver informed Mr. Bradley not to contact him and that he would not talk about any issues regarding the Village at Summit Crest outside of a meeting.  

A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, authorizing the solicitor to send a letter to the Zoning Hearing Board advising them the Township believes that there was no prior variance granted to Section 1305A of the Zoning Ordinance other than to allow accessory structures to be placed closer than five feet to the units. The Township does not oppose granting any relief that was granted in prior hearings.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.
COMMUNICATIONS & QUESTIONS  - 
From the Board - 

EXECUTIVE SESSION -

The Chairman announced that a public hearing was held this evening  at 6:45 pm.  Immediately following the meeting, a short executive session was held to discuss personnel.

From the Manager & Professionals – 
Ms. Hollenbach informed the Board that the Blandon Fire Company responded to a fire on East Wesner Road and that a fire fighter was injured.

Final Report on the Police Study – Ms. Hollenbach asked the Board to let her know if they want to attend the meetings that will be held to explain the Countywide Police Study.  Ms. Hollenbach stated that she would be attending.
Road Turn Back Program - Penn DOT would like to know if the Township is interested in taking over the care and maintenance of Snyder Road from 222 to Dries Road and Evansville Road from Maidencreek Road to the Lehigh Cement property.  The State of Pennsylvania pays the Township on a yearly basis for every mile of state road that is turned back into the Township’s care.
Service Electric Cable Road Repairs – Ms. Hollenbach informed the Board that there is still patch work that needs to be done by the Cable Company.  She also advised the Board that the Township still holds a bond for the completion of this work.  The Board advised Ms. Hollenbach to try to negotiate with the Cable Company to fix their road cuts or the Township will consider pulling the bond.

Public Comment –

Mr. Tranquillo, Buena Vista Road, Fleetwood – wanted more information regarding when the State would repair Evansville Road.

TREASURER’S REPORT/MANAGER’S REPORT

Treasurer’s Report and Bill List –


A motion was made by Joe Rudderow III, seconded by Roy Timpe, to approve the May 2009 Treasurer’s Report and Bill List.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.
PARK AND RECREATION –

Amend Budget – 

A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, to amend the Park and Recreation Budget to allow for fire works in 2009.  Hearing no further questions, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

Purchase of Signs for the Parks and Playgrounds – Ms. Hollenbach advised the Board that the Park and Recreation Board would like to put signs at some of the Parks and Playgrounds.  The signs would cost $600.00 a piece.  The Board would like to try one sign out at the Fire Company.


A motion was made by Joe Rudderow III, seconded by Roy Timpe, to purchase one of the Park and Recreation signs for the Fire Company for a test run.

Joe Rudderow III amended the above motion to include the park address on the sign for 911 purposes and to use reflective lettering.  Roy Timpe seconded the motion.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

ORDINANCES

Noise Ordinance –  The Board agreed to change the times where noise disturbance is a violation to 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. every day.

A motion was made by Joe Rudderow III, seconded by Roy Timpe, authorizing the solicitor to advertise a public hearing for the amendments to the Noise Ordinance to be held at 7:00 p.m. on July 15, 2009.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried. 

Traffic Ordinance – Tabled.

Revision to Zoning Ordinance – Tabled.

Well Head Protection – Tabled.

Lighting Ordinance –  Tabled.
RESOLUTIONS –
Resolution #13-2009 Berks County Cooperative Purchasing Council Electricity Preapproval Resolution -  Ms. Hollenbach explained the Berks County Cooperative Purchasing Council is preparing a bid for the purchase of electricity.  Many of the public organizations in the County are pooling their electric usage to get a better price.  American Power Net is preparing the bid.  Because the price of electricity changes quickly, once the bid is opened, all municipalities participating will be required to accept or decline the winning bid within a few hours.  This resolution gives the Manager and the Chairman the authority to approve the bid for Maidencreek Township prior to a public meeting.  Mr. Rudderow wanted the Board to be aware that Dave Butsak of American Power Net was a previous neighbor of his.  Ms. Hollenbach stated that this is not an issue because the Township did not select American Power Net to prepare the bid for electricity.  With electricity costs estimated to rise 65 percent for facilities and 125 percent for streetlights, this cooperative effort will save the taxpayers money.

A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, to adopt Resolution #13-2009 Berks County Cooperative Purchasing Council Electricity Preapproval Resolution.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS – 
Melrose Place Street Light Petition -  The Board advised the Township Manager to send a letter stating that the Township will not pay for the streetlights for the roads that have not been dedicated to the Township.
NEW BUSINESS 

Fire Police Appointments – 

A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, appointing Theresa Frank and Bradley Richards as Maidencreek Township Fire Police.  Hearing no further questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

146 South View Road – Tall Grass Violation–

A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, because the homeowner has not responded to letters, there is no forwarding address and the tall grass poses a possible health and safety issue,  the Township Road Crew shall mow the lawn at 146 South View Road, Fleetwood and to keep track of the costs.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

Replacement of Guide Rail on Ridge Road – 

A motion was made by Joe Rudderow III, seconded by Roy Timpe, authorizing the replacement of the guide rail on Ridge Road not to exceed $2,430.64.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

Since there was no further business, a motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, to adjourn the June 11, 2009 meeting of the Maidencreek Township Board of Supervisors.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 10:06 p.m.

An executive session was held after the meeting was adjourned to discuss real estate.

________________________________________________

Recording Township Secretary,     June 11, 2009
________________________________________________

Township Secretary,     June 11, 2009
Cc:
Board of Supervisors


Eugene Orlando, Orlando Law Offices, Solicitor


Thomas Unger, Systems Design Engineering, Inc., Township Engineer


Planning Commission


Park & Recreation Board


Zoning Hearing Board and Alternates


Paul Herbein, Zoning Hearing Board Solicitor


Maidencreek Township Authority


Patrick Donovan, Maidencreek Township Authority General Manager


JoAnn Schaeffer, Maidencreek Township Authority Secretary



Robert Hobaugh, Jr.  Esq., Stevens & Lee,  Authority Solicitor


Greg Unger, Systems Design Engineering, Inc.,  Authority Engineer



Barbara Hassler, Tax Collector


Daniel Miller, Blandon Fire Company Chief


Chief Scott W. Eaken, Northern Berks Regional Police
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