Maidencreek Township Board of Supervisor Meeting


July 15, 2009 7:00 pm


Present:  Claude Beaver, Roy Timpe, Joseph E. Rudderow III, Eugene Orlando– Orlando Law Offices, Tom Unger– Systems Design Engineering, Inc., Diane Hollenbach – Manager. Johanna Mattera –Recording Secretary 

Guests: Marie Coraluzzi, Harry Coraluzzi, Jason Nix, Jim Hollenbach, Carole Duran – Reading Eagle. George Poulios, Mike Kimpland, Mark Halteman, Mrs. Pawling McLaughlin, Marlene Biros, Sherrill Burdick and Mark Daniels.
Claude Beaver called the July 15, 2009 meeting of the Maidencreek Township Board of Supervisors to order at 7:00 pm in the Maidencreek Township Municipal Building.  
POLICE REPORT – 

Officer Dillman of the Northern Berks Regional Police responded to 284 assignments in Maidencreek Township in the month of June.  This resulted in 68 citations. The traffic fines for Maidencreek for the month of June were $1,763.18 and non-traffic fines were $1,650.53, totaling $3,413.71.  The total number of patrol hours was 794.93 for the month.  

Mrs. Pawling McLaughlin thanked the Northern Berks Police for doing a great job.

PUBLIC HEARING – 
At 7:05 pm, the meeting was closed for three public hearings.  The meeting reconvened at 7:20 pm.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES


A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, to approve the June 11, 2009 regular meeting minutes.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES

Ordinance #218 – Revision Section 411 of the Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance 



A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, to adopt Ordinance #218 revising the Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

Ordinance #219 – Revision to the Zoning Ordinance to allow Congregate Care and Assisted Living Facilities

A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, to adopt Ordinance #219 – revising the Zoning Ordinance.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

Ordinance #220 – Revision to the Noise Ordinance 


A motion was made by Joe Rudderow III, seconded by Roy Timpe, to adopt Ordinance #220 revising the Noise Ordinance.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

ENGINEER’S REPORT

Subdivision Review Status Checklist -
Corrado Commercial: Time Extension requested to 2/12/2010 - 
A motion was made by Joe Rudderow III, seconded by Roy Timpe, to grant the request for a time extension until 2/12/2010 for the Corrado Commercial Preliminary Land Development Plan.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

PP&L: Time Extension requested to 10/09/09

A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, to accept the time extension request until 10/09/09 for the PP&L Preliminary Land Development Plan.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

Esbenshades Land Development Plan: Time Extension requested to 11/1/09 -  


A motion was made by Joe Rudderow III, seconded by Roy Timpe, to grant the time extension request until 11/1/09 for Esbenshades Land Development Plan.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

Subdivisions/Zoning –

Custom Milling Consulting Preliminary Land Development Plan–   Michael Hartman of McCarthy Engineering is requesting relief of item # 6 in Stan Stubbe’s letter regarding lighting.  Mr. Hartman explained to the Board that there is sufficient lighting on the property.

A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, to approve the Custom Milling Consulting Preliminary Land Development Plan contingent upon the Planning Commission Action letter dated July 1, 2009,  Stan Stubbe’s letter except for item #6 and SDE’s review letter dated July 1, 2009, all of which are incorporated by reference.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

State Farm Land Development Exemption Plan 


A motion was made by Joe Rudderow III, seconded by Roy Timpe, to approve the State Farm Land Development Exemption Plan in accordance with Article 411E of the Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance, contingent upon the SDE letter dated 7/15/09, which is incorporated by reference, with the condition that exterior lighting be reviewed and approved by the Zoning Officer before a Certificate of Occupancy is issued.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.
Praise Christian Fellowship Land Development Exemption Plan - Michael Hartman of McCarthy Engineering, representing Praise Christian Fellowship Church, requested that the parking bumper blocks be waived from the plan.  The Board did have concerns regarding lighting on the premises.

A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, to approve the Praise Christian Fellowship Church Land Development Exemption Plan in accordance with Article 411E of the Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance, contingent upon SDE’s letter dated July 15, 2009, which is incorporated by reference, waiving the installation of bumper blocks, but provide lighting to the unlit back area of the parking lot and the driveway to the satisfaction of the Zoning Officer, and add 76 lined parking spaces.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

Residential Wind Energy Ordinance –   Mr. Beaver made comment that he read in the Reading Eagle that a near by Township is allowing a solar field to be installed.  Mr. Beaver also stated that he watched a local broadcast regarding wind generation.   Mr. Beaver stated that some are small enough to be used in closely developed areas.  Mr. Unger stated that the Planning Commission is recommending to not allowing them in the R2a, R3 and R4 zones. 
Projects 

232 & 234 Longleaf Drive Sink Hole   Mr. Unger advised the Board that he and Ms. Hollenbach viewed the sinkhole that has developed above the storm water pipe between the two properties.  The property owners requested that the Township repair the sinkhole as it formed due to a broken storm water pipe that runs along the side of their properties.  Joseph Rudderow was in favor of the Township making the repair.  Mr. Timpe and Mr. Beaver disagreed, stating that the Township does not make repairs with taxpayer dollars on private property.  Mr. Poulios showed the Board a plot plan that indicates the storm water pipe runs under a Township Recreation Easement for a walkway access to the open space.  The walkway has not been built and the Township staff was uncertain if the Township ever took possession of the land.

A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, authorizing the engineer and solicitor to verify that the easement between 232 & 234 Longleaf Drive is Township property, and if that is the case the solicitor shall prepare construction easements, the engineer shall prepare an estimate of the costs to have the Road Crew repair the sink hole and pipe to be considered at the August meeting.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.
Act 537 Plan –  
The Board reviewed the Draft On-Lot Manage Ordinance with the engineer.  The Board advised Mr. Unger to make several changes and to provide a revised draft at next month’s Township Meeting.  

Annual Street Work – Kemmerer Road bids received –
 EJB Paving & Materials
1119 Snyder Road

West Lawn, PA 19609-1100


$51,708.10

Windsor Service

2415 Kutztown Road

PO Box 13787

Reading, PA 19612



$58,668.20


A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, to give the intent to award, award and notice to proceed for the bid for Kemmerer Road Street Work to EJB Paving and Materials in the amount of $51,708.10 pending review by the Township solicitor and engineer.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members vote “Aye”.  Motion carried.

Car Wash Melrose Place Commercial Lot C-1 - The Board reviewed the Zoning Ordinance pertaining to Section 1312 Additional Regulation for Car Washes and determined that the 100 foot setback applied to the intersection of roads and was not a 100 foot setback from the entire road for the length of the property.
PUBLICS WORKS –
Ms. Hollenbach reported that Truck #4’s condition is deteriorating.  In  addition to the problems with the four wheel drive and need for a replacement dump bed pin, the front windshield is beginning to crack where it joins the cab due to rust and flexing.  Sheet metal has been installed in the bed and the driver’s side floor due to rust.  Ms. Hollenbach asked the Board to consider replacing the truck.  The Board was not in favor of spending money at this time.
SOLICITOR’S REPORT
Comcast & Service Electric Franchise Renewal Agreements –


A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, authorizing the Township Manager to direct communication to Comcast & Service Electric to direct them to forward agreements for our August 13, 2009 meeting.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

Research if both municipalities on shared roads need to adopt traffic ordinances (Dries Road right turn only) – No action required by the Board at this time. 

Esbenshade - The Solicitor advised the Board to consider alternative resolutions to the issues regarding Esbenshade’s requirement to connect to the public water.
 Mutual Aid Agreement between Municipal Police Departments - The Board advised the solicitor that Police Chief Scott Eaken has asked for a Mutual Aid Agreement between Northern Berks Regional Police and Muhlenberg Township Police to aid in making arrests across jurisdictions.


A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, authorizing the Solicitor to investigate creating analogous documents for Maidencreek Township based on Mulhenberg’s documents for a Mutual Aid Agreement between Township Police Departments.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.
COMMUNICATIONS & QUESTIONS - 
From the Manager & Professionals – 
Ms. Hollenbach informed the Board that the final Berks County Policing Study is available online.   One copy is available in the office that can be forwarded.

Ms. Hollenbach informed the Board that the Berks County Planning Commission contacted the office asking if they would like to be part of a Joint Municipal Comprehensive Plan between Fleetwood, Richmond and Maidencreek Townships with the ability to receive grant money.  Mr. Orlando advised that this would be a good fit.  


A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, authorizing the Township Manager to communicate with the Berks County Planning Commission that Maidencreek Township is interested in exploring a Joint Comprehensive plan with Richmond and Fleetwood Townships.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.
238 Faith Drive Weeds – The Board is taking no action on this matter.  The Fishing Commission needs the creek to be shaded and the Township will be planting native grasses in the future.

Village @ Summit Crest Decision was received today - Mr. Orlando advised the Board that the Township may appeal the decision. 

Melrose Place Sediment Basin – Michael Hartman of McCarthy Engineering stated the sediment basin is working as designed.  The Board authorized Mr. Unger to look at the basin to see if it is working as designed.
Budget Workshop - Mr. Rudderow asked if the Board could schedule a Budget Workshop in August.  Ms. Hollenbach said that she does not have the numbers from the Police Department and does not expect them until September or October.

Public Comment –

Mary Coraluzzi - Mrs. Coraluzzi is asking if there is something that could be done regarding the traffic on Rt. 222 near Tamarack.  Mrs. Coraluzzi has contacted several of our lawmakers.  Mrs. Coraluzzi advised the Board that Senator O’Pake has written a letter to Penn DOT regarding this issue.  Ms. Hollenbach advised Mrs. Coraluzzi that the Board has sent several letters to Penn DOT regarding this situation over the years.  

A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, authorizing the Township Manager to send a letter to Penn DOT requesting a traffic study be done on Rt. 222 to determine if the speed limit should be reduced and additional signs installed.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

Mark Daniels – 314 Faith Drive – Mr. Daniels advised the Board that since November 2008, four accidents have occurred at the intersection of Schaffer Road and Faith Drive.  Mr. Daniel asked if a four way stop could be placed there.  The Board advised that Penn DOT has requirements regarding the placement of stop signs; the Township cannot put stop signs in unless the intersection meets certain warrants.  


A motion was made by Joe Rudderow III, seconded by Roy Timpe, to have the engineer look at the intersection of Faith Drive and Schaffer Road to see if there are any warrants to change the intersection to a four way stop.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.
TREASURER’S REPORT/MANAGER’S REPORT

Treasurer’s Report and Bill List

A motion was made by Joe Rudderow III, seconded by Roy Timpe, to approve the June 2009 Treasurer’s Report and Bill List.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Joe Rudderow III, seconded by Roy Timpe, to pay Rita Agnetti $75.90 for mileage. Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.
PARK AND RECREATION –

Purchase of signs for the Parks and Playgrounds – The Board asked that the Park and Rec Board get two more quotes.  They favored white lettering and only installing one sign as a test.
RESOLUTIONS –
Resolution #14-2009 Act 32 Delegate Appointments -  

A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, to adopt Resolution #214-2009 Act 32 Delegate Appointment appointing Joe Rudderow III as, Delegate, Rita Agnetti as 1st Alternate, Diane Hollenbach as 2nd Alternate. Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS – 
Line of Sight @ Orchard & Calcium Road - The Board advised Mr. Unger to check the line of sight at the following intersections:  Orchard & Calcium Roads, Hill & Park Roads, Bartlett & Hill Roads.
NEW BUSINESS 

Authorize Chairman to sign Act 205 Pension Questionnaire -

A motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, authorizing the Chairman to sign Act 205 Pension Questionnaire.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.

Since there was no further business, a motion was made by Roy Timpe, seconded by Joe Rudderow III, to adjourn the July 15, 2009 meeting of the Maidencreek Township Board of Supervisors.  Hearing no questions on the motion, all members voted “Aye”.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 10:10 P.M.

An Executive session was held after the meeting was adjourned to discuss possible real estate.

________________________________________________

Recording Township Secretary,     July 15, 2009
________________________________________________

Township Secretary,     July 15, 2009
Cc:
Board of Supervisors


Eugene Orlando, Orlando Law Offices, Solicitor


Thomas Unger, Systems Design Engineering, Inc., Township Engineer


Planning Commission


Park & Recreation Board


Zoning Hearing Board and Alternates


Paul Herbein, Zoning Hearing Board Solicitor


Maidencreek Township Authority


Patrick Donovan, Maidencreek Township Authority General Manager


JoAnn Schaeffer, Maidencreek Township Authority Secretary



Robert Hobaugh, Jr.  Esq., Stevens & Lee, Authority Solicitor


Greg Unger, Systems Design Engineering, Inc., Authority Engineer



Barbara Hassler, Tax Collector


Daniel Miller, Blandon Fire Company Chief


Chief Scott W. Eaken, Northern Berks Regional Police
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