MAIDENCREEK TOWNSHIP

PARK AND RECREATION BOARD MEETING

Regular Meeting  May 3, 2007

Attending:  Hether Quillman, Keith Shuman, Robert Ramsey, David Anspach, 



  Kim Rosetti, Mark Kitzmiller, SDE and Rita Agnetti, Recording Secretary

Guests: 
 Marlene Biros, Brian & Jill Felker, John & Linda Guido, Barrie Higo, Jr. and 

 Joe Rudderow III.

The meeting was called to order by Hether Quillman at 7:04 PM, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Motion:

Kim Rosetti motioned to approve the minutes of the April 5, 2007 meeting, seconded by Robert Ramsey.  All voted in favor.  The motion passed unanimously.

Motion:

David Anspach motioned to approve the Treasurer's report for the month of April, seconded by Robert Ramsey.  All voted in favor.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Engineer's Report

Mark Kitzmiller explained that the report consisted of a survey and geotechnical evaluation done in the Ontelaunee Heights recreation area.  The geotechnical study was done by evaluating 26 bore holes.  He distributed copies of a map showing where the bore holes were made and a legend which described the areas marked in various colors.  There is evidence of 5 possible filled sinkholes, possibly done by a farmer at some point in the past.  There were 6 possible sinkhole formations, 1 repaired sinkhole, 3 active sinkholes and 1 sinkhole below the surface.  As long as there is a water source, there is no way to prevent these things from occurring.  Possible ways to get the water around these areas would create problems with where the water would be diverted to.  Mr. Kitzmiller's  recommendation was to use caution, since it cannot be predicted where these things will form.  The water source on the west side does not seem to be inducing the sinkhole problem to as great of an extent as the other side.  That water runs through the swale or dissipates into the field.  Any parking area, based on the plan, would be best as a gravel lot, not macadam.  Mr. Kitzmiller stated that he would not recommend putting anything on the west side of the area.  

Public Comments

Samuel and Linda Guido of Longleaf Drive gave a description of the volume of water that accumulates when we have rainy weather.  Mr. Guido asked if the water that comes from the street is a cause of the sinkhole.  Mr. Kitzmiller's opinion is that it would be.  Mrs. Guido asked if it was getting worse because of that or is it how it was 5-6 years ago.  Mr. Kitzmiller stated that he really could not say, but as long as there is water there it is certainly not getting better.  Keith Shuman stated that when the baseball field was put in, there was not a sinkhole problem.  He felt that within the last 5-6 years, the wet weather has contributed to these formations.

Joe Rudderow asked if the Board had ever considered approaching Can Corporation, the owner of the neighboring property, to lease a portion of their property to the Township for use as a parking lot.  David Anspach stated that no one from the Park and Recreation Board had ever recommended it to the Supervisors, but it is a good idea.

There was some discussion between the members of the public and members of the Board with regard to different ideas and concerns.

The Board responded to the concerns of the residents by letting them know that once it is determined if anything can be done at the site, decide what would be possible to do, and then have input from the residents of Ontelaunee Heights.  This matter was tabled indefinitely. 

Marlene Biros expressed her concerns about people crossing over her property to get to the open space property.  The Board agreed that unfortunately, there are people that do not respect other people's property and would like to see a newsletter article on that subject to bring awareness to the issue.

Fireworks Contract

The Blandon Fire Company had been given a choice to receive a donation in the amount of $4,000 for their use or to use it to have a fireworks display for their annual carnival celebration.  The Blandon Fire Company chose to use the $4,000 for a fireworks display.

Motion:

Robert Ramsey made a motion, as per the Blandon Fire Company's request, the $4,000 donated to them will go toward the fireworks and recommended to the Supervisors that the display be provided by the same company, Vineland Fireworks Company, Inc, who will be providing the carnival amusement rides, seconded by Kim Rosetti.  All voted in favor.  The motion passed unanimously. 

New Business

YMCA Summer Playground Contract

The contract provides playground operations for 5 days per week from 9:00 AM to 

1:00 PM beginning June 18 through August 10, 2007 for children ages 6 – 12, who live in the Fleetwood School District.  The cost to the Township would be $5,887.  The cost of registration for a family will be $30 per child.  

Motion:

Hether Quillman made a motion to recommend to the Supervisors to accept the 2007 Agreement for the Summer Playground at the Blandon Fire Company Park, as written.  Within the agreement, # 11 states that a written final report would be submitted at the end of the season.  The Board would like a cover letter sent with the agreement that states specifically, the report be submitted by September for review in order to determine if they would recommend the playground program again for the 2008 season.  The motion was seconded by Robert Ramsey.  All voted in favor.  The motion passed unanimously.
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Bikes in the Community Park

David Anspach was concerned about bicycles on the walking trail in the Community Park and explained that a young girl had been run over by a young man on a bicycle, was seriously injured and the young man then rode away.  He returned a few days later on the same bicycle and when the girl's mother saw him, he barraged her with obscenities.  It has become a police matter.  The Board agreed that bike riding should not be banned in the park since it is a place where children come to ride and that all should not suffer for the actions of one.  Joe Rudderow stated they both have the right to be there and this is another common courtesy issue.  It was suggested by the Board that a newsletter article be written to raise awareness about common courtesy in the park.

Discussion

The Board had a brief discussion regarding food vendors space rental fees for the Community Day/Car Show which will be held on September 29th, and September 30th as the rain date.  Any non-profit organization could reserve the space for the minimum vendor rate.  Commercial vendors will be charged either a minimum rate or percentage of sales, which will be determined at a later meeting.  

Kim Rosetti announced that this year the T-ball and Coach Pitch end-of-season team parties will not be held jointly.  Each team will have something with their coaches.  What they will do is still to be decided. 

Motion:

David Anspach motioned to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Robert Ramsey.  All voted in favor.  The motion passed unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM.

The next meeting will be held on Thursday, June 7, 2007

Respectfully Submitted,

Rita Agnetti

Recording Secretary 

 cc:  Board of Supervisors

   Maidencreek Township Authority

        Eugene Orlando, Esq., Roland & Schlegel, Solicitor
   Patrick Donovan, Maidencreek Township Authority General Manager

        Thomas Unger, Systems Design Engineering, Inc.
   JoAnn Schaeffer, Maidencreek Township Authority Secretary


 Mark Kitzmiller,  Systems Design Engineering, Inc.
   Robert Hobaugh Jr., Esq., Stevens & Lee, MTA Solicitor


 Planning Commission

   Greg Unger, Systems Design Engineering, Inc., MTA Engineer 


 Park & Recreation Board

   Mary Dymeck


 Diane Hollenbach, Township Secretary/Treasurer



 Zoning Hearing Board 


 Paul Herbein, Zoning Hearing Board Solicitor


 Barbara Hassler, Tax Collector


 Daniel Miller, Blandon Fire Company Chief


 Chief Scott W. Eaken, Northern Berks Regional  Police
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